Generalised lipodystrophy.
We report a Malay girl suffering from generalised lipodystrophy, with clinical features of absence of body adipose tissue, hepatomegaly, hyperpigmentation and muscular hypertrophy. She also had hyperlipaemia, hypercholesterolemia and non-ketotic insulin-resistant diabetes mellitus. The possibility of malnutrition-related diabetes mellitus was excluded because of (a) no personal or family history of malnutrition (b) no pancreatic calcification (c) total loss of subcutaneous fat and (d) her requirement for insulin was more than 21.2 units/kg body weight which would be too high even for malnutrition-related diabetes mellitus. Attempts were made to control her diabetes initially with subcutaneous boluses insulin, then continuous intravenous insulin infusion (CIVII) and finally orally with fenfluramine and chlorpropamide.